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INTRODUCTION

At the meeting of the College of Commissioners on 17 September 2008 Commissioner
Borg presented a paper outlining the status of CFP achievements, an overall diagnosis of
the problems in the present CFP, options for addressing these problems and a proposal
for a time schedule towards a refornt by 2012. The College supported the analysis and the
proposed time schedule.

On this basis a Commission Working Paper on the CFP reform was developed and
presented by Commissioner Borg to the informal Council meeting on 29 September
2008. The Council agreed to the time plan proposed and task the Commission to start the
process.

The first major milestone in this process is the launching of a public debate and
publication of a Green Paper on 22 April 2009.

The preparatory work leading up to the Commission Green Paper has been the setting up
of an internal working group which was tasked to analyze and diagnose both the status of
EU fisheries and the performance of the various policy instruments in the CFP. This
Commission Staff Working Paper is the product of the work of this internal working

e
_group:

This diagnosis will be made available to the public by publication on the Commission
website, so as to ensure availability of information, data and background to the Green
Paper and for the use of the participants in the consultation and public debate on the
Green Paper. The diagnosis is intended only to back up and clarify the Green Paper. It
should be considered as a technical annex which can serve as a reference.

The data and tables referred to in this diagnosis have been extracted from different
sources and may be subject to some variability. However, this does not change the global
analysis of trends and the overall diagnosis.
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